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ARCHITECTURE
Department website: architecture.barnard.edu 
Office location: 500, The Diana Center 
Phone: 212-854-8430  
Email: architecture@barnard.edu 

Chair and Director of Undergraduate Studies in Architecture: 
Professor Karen Fairbanks 
kfairbanks@barnard.edu

Departmental Administrator: 
Rachel Garcia-Grossman 
rgarciag@barnard.edu

The Study of Architecture
Studying Architecture at Barnard College, Columbia College, and General
Studies leads to a liberal arts degree – a Bachelor of Arts with a major
in Architecture, and Barnard College is the administrative location for
all undergraduate architecture studies at Columbia University and its
partner institutions. A liberal arts education in architecture holds a
unique position in academia and in relation to the discipline. If the goal
of a professional education in architecture is to enable students to
participate directly in the world as an architect – a liberal arts education
asks that students consider the broader and myriad conditions in which
architecture is conceived and practiced and, in turn, to understand how
architecture inevitably alters those conditions. Students are asked
to confront and interpret the complex social, cultural, political, and
environmental processes that weave through architectural design
and urbanism. The purpose of an undergraduate liberal arts degree in
architecture is to educate students to think about the world through
architecture.

The Architecture curriculum introduces design at a variety of scales,
acknowledging that integrated design thinking is effective for problem-
solving at any scale and in any discipline. Students will experiment
with full-scale installations and devices and make small-scale models
of the built environment from which they extract, interpret, and invent
new possibilities of inhabitation and use. The curriculum intentionally
balances the traditions of handcrafted representation with evolving
digital technologies of architectural design and communication.

The Architecture major complements, and makes great use of its
University setting. With access to superb libraries, research centers,
graduate programs, and abundant intellectual resources, our students
have the opportunity to follow their creative instincts to great depth and
breadth – and they do. The major takes full advantage of New York City,
utilizing it as a site for many design and research projects that explore
the social, cultural, and environmental histories that have shaped the
city. Architecture students study with peers from countries around the
world in one of the most diverse cities in the world. A large majority of
Architecture students expand their education by interning in Architecture
or a related field during their undergraduate studies. Alumni of the
Department are leaders in architecture and design fields around the
world. The faculty teaching in the undergraduate program are dedicated
teachers who are also at the forefront of practice and research and are
similarly drawn to New York City as a nexus of global design thinking.

Students interested in obtaining a professional degree in Architecture
continue on to graduate programs after their undergraduate degree, and
students from the Barnard Columbia program have enjoyed enormous
success in their admissions to the most competitive graduate programs

in the country. Students who study Architecture as undergraduates have
also pursued graduate degrees in a variety of disciplines including Urban
Planning, Law, and Media and Communications.

Mission
The Architecture major establishes an intellectual context for students
to interpret the relation of form, space, program, materials, and media
to human life and thought. Through the Architecture curriculum,
students participate in the ongoing shaping of knowledge about the built
environment and learn to see architecture as one among many forms of
cultural production. At the same time, the major stresses the necessity
of learning disciplinary-specific tools, methods, terms and critiques.
Thus, work in the studio, lecture or seminar asks that students treat
architecture as a form of research and speculation which complement
the liberal arts mission of expansive thinking.

Student Learning Outcomes
Students in the Architecture Majors who fully engage with the curriculum
should be able to complete the following outcomes:

• Apply integrated design thinking to specific problems in and beyond
the discipline.

• Visually communicate architectural concepts and research using
discipline-specific techniques in multiple media.

• Verbally present independent, group or assigned research, in multiple
media formats.

• Organize and concisely write in a variety of formats including reports,
case studies, synthetic overviews, etc.

• Understand and critically interpret major buildings and themes of
Architectural history and theory.

• Be intellectually prepared for graduate studies in architecture and
related disciplines.

Programs of Study
There are a few distinctions between the opportunities for students
at Barnard College, Columbia College, The Fu Foundation School of
Engineering and Applied Science (SEAS), and the School of General
Studies to study architecture at an undergraduate level.

Barnard College students can major in Architecture (p. 5) (also
referred to as the studio major), major in the History and Theory of
Architecture (p. 5), or minor in Architecture (p. 5) through our
department.

Columbia College students can major or minor in Architecture (p. 5)
through our department. Columbia students who wish to pursue the
History and Theory of Architecture major can do so through Columbia's
Department of Art History and Archaeology.

The School of General Studies students can major or minor in
Architecture (p. 5) through our department. General Studies students
who wish to pursue the History and Theory of Architecture major can do
so through Columbia's Department of Art History and Archaeology.

The Fu Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Science (SEAS)
students may complete a minor in Architecture (p. 5).

https://architecture.barnard.edu/
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Student Advising
Advising Resources
Advising Appointments 
Our department offers weekly advising appointments for students who
are interested in our courses and potentially pursuing an architecture
major or minor. If you have any questions or need help interpreting
departmental requirements for the major or minor, please sign up for
an appointment with one of our faculty advisors. Faculty advising
appointments are offered throughout the fall and spring and are open to
anyone who is interested in learning more about our department. During
the summer break, current and prospective students are instead invited
to submit their questions by email to architecture@barnard.edu.

Major and Minor Advising 
After a student has officially declared their major in architecture, they
will be assigned a permanent faculty advisor in our department who
will meet with them once per semester to review their progress in the
major. Although minors are not formally assigned to a faculty advisor, we
welcome and encourage our minors to meet with our faculty advisors to
address any questions.

Major and Minor Requirements Worksheets 
Major and minor worksheets are intended to help students plan their
coursework and the completion of their program of study. You can
download major and minor worksheets here.

The Architecture Department Newsletter  
Our department distributes a biweekly newsletter for architecture
students. Students who are enrolled in one of our courses or who have
declared the major in architecture are automatically subscribed to this
newsletter. Those who are not in our courses and wish to subscribe to our
newsletter can do so here.

Architecture Program Planning Meetings 
Our department hosts two program planning meetings per year, one
in October and another in April. At these meetings, students can learn
about our course offerings, the course application process, and the major
and minor requirements. Information about upcoming program planning
meetings can be found on our website’s events calendar.

Guidance for First-Year Students
For first-year students who are interested in architecture and design, we
offer the following course, which prioritizes first-year students:

ARCH UN1010 Design Futures: New York City

In addition to taking Design Futures: NYC, first-year students are
encouraged to refer to our program planning lists and review any lecture
courses that can count towards the architecture major and minor
requirements. First-year students are discouraged from applying for
admission to our introductory-level studios Architectural Design: Systems
and Materials or Architectural Design: Environments and Mediations;
these courses are more appropriate for second and third-year students,
and those students will be given priority for admission to these studios.
Similarly, our required lecture course for the major, ARCH UN3117 Modern
Architecture in the World, can be taken at any time but is generally
recommended for the sophomore year as a companion course to the first
two studios.

Please note that first-year students interested in majoring in architecture
should not enroll in ARCH UN1020 Introduction to Architectural Design
& Visual Culture, as this course is intended for third and fourth-year

students minoring in architecture or non-majors interested in an
architecture studio. This course will not count toward the architecture
major.

To learn more about our courses and department, first-year students are
strongly encouraged to sign up for our faculty advising appointments. 

Enrolling in Courses
Course Applications

Many architecture courses require an application. To receive full
consideration for admission, you must fill out the course application
in advance and also join the online course waitlist during an early
registration period.

Please note that our department will only review applications and
process admissions during specific weeks, with priority given to those
who apply and join the waitlists during one of the early registration
periods. 

Admission to our courses is at the discretion of the department and
instructor. If a student is admitted from the waitlist, their status on SSOL
will change to "Approved." The transition from the waitlist to the class list
will occur automatically overnight.

Due to very limited space in our courses, it is possible that a student who
has applied and joined the waitlist during an early registration window
will remain on the waitlist until the start of classes. Once the semester
begins, students who remain on the waitlist for any of our courses must
attend the first class session and speak with the instructor to inquire
about available spots.

To learn more about our course application process, please visit our
website.

Preparation for Graduate Study
Students who wish to pursue graduate study in architecture or related
fields are strongly encouraged to sign up for our faculty advising
appointments in their junior or senior year.

Coursework Taken Outside of Barnard (For
Barnard Students Only)
Our department offers studio, lecture, seminar, and project-based
courses that can be counted toward a major or minor in architecture.
Courses taught by our department are often supplemented by courses
from other departments, colleges, and schools at Columbia University,
such as the Columbia Art History Department, the Barnard Art History
Department, and the Barnard and Columbia Urban Studies Program.
Some courses taught at The Graduate School of Architecture, Planning,
and Preservation (GSAPP) may also be approved to count toward the
architecture major or minor each term. All courses taught outside our
department are primarily taken to fulfill the major or minor's lecture,
seminar, and workshop requirements.

Before each semester begins, our department reviews all upcoming
undergraduate courses and publishes a list of classes that fulfill the
requirements for the architecture major and minor. These lists, known as
'Program Planning Lists,' are typically released a semester in advance at
our program planning meetings.

Once available, our Program Planning Lists are uploaded to this page on
our website.

https://barnard.us10.list-manage.com/track/click/?u=05a7ecf3e3b8205d476980ccc&id=c663a42828&e=d4060c8e4f
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/meet-faculty-member/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/meet-faculty-member/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/requirements-majors-minor/
http://eepurl.com/djCJOn/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/architecturevents/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/approved-courses-majors-minor/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/academic-year-2023-2024-course-applications/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/approved-courses-majors-minor/
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Additionally, our department reviews all upcoming graduate courses
at the GSAPP that are open for cross-registration by undergraduate
students and publishes a list detailing how those courses can fulfill the
architecture major and minor requirements. This list, known as the B+C|A
List of GSAPP Courses Approved for the Architecture Majors and Minor,
undergoes updates each semester and is always published during the
first week of classes.

Once available, our list of approved GSAPP courses is uploaded to this
page on our website.

If you have any questions about using either of these lists, please
schedule an appointment with one of our faculty advisors.

Advanced Placement Credit
Our department does not grant any course exemptions for AP or other
exam scores.

Columbia College Courses
Select courses offered at Columbia College and other schools at
Columbia University may be used for credit toward the major or minor.
These courses have been approved by the Department Chair and are
noted on our ‘Program Planning Lists’ each semester. Students may
request consideration for courses not on this list through consultation
with their major advisor and/or the Department Chair, particularly in
fulfilling their ‘Specialization’ within the major.

Transfer Credit
When students wish to transfer credit to Barnard from other institutions,
their coursework is first evaluated for college elective credit by the
Registrar’s Office. If they are approved, departments can consider these
courses for credit toward the major or minor.

The use of transfer courses toward the major requirements is determined
on a case-by-case basis. Typically, no more than 3 transfer courses will be
allowed to fulfill the major requirements, primarily in the ‘Specialization’
category within the major. 

Students requesting a review of up to three courses for transfer credits
should refer to our Request for Exemption from Architecture Major or
Minor Requirements form.

Study Abroad Credit
Classes taken abroad through Columbia-led programs (i.e., those
administered by Columbia’s Center for Global Engagement) are treated as
Columbia courses, equivalent to those taken on the Morningside Heights
campus.

Classes taken abroad through other institutions or programs are treated
as transfer credit and are subject to the same policies as other transfer
courses. Accordingly, there will be a limit on the number of study abroad
courses taken at other institutions that can be counted toward the major
or minor. Typically, no more than 3 transfer courses will be allowed to
fulfill the major requirements

To receive credit toward the major or minor for a study abroad course
(whether taken through a Columbia program or another institution/
program), students must submit a Study Abroad Approval form through
Slate and obtain the approval of the Department Chair. Students majoring
in architecture must also meet with their major advisor to discuss how to
apply any courses taken abroad to their major requirements.

Summer Credit
Summer courses at Barnard are equivalent to those taken during the
academic year. Courses that have been approved for the fulfillment of
departmental requirements will automatically count toward the major and
minor. 

Courses taken at other institutions (including Columbia)  are considered
transfer credit and are subject to the same policies governing other
transfer courses. To receive major or minor credit for a summer course
taken at another institution, students must submit a Summer Course
form through Slate and have it approved by both the Registrar’s Office
and the Department Chair. 

Coursework Taken Outside of Columbia
(For Columbia & General Studies Students
Only)
Our department offers studio, lecture, seminar, and project-based courses
that can be counted toward a major or minor in architecture. Courses
taught by our department are often supplemented by courses from other
departments, colleges, and schools at Columbia University, such as The
Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, and Preservation (GSAPP), the
Columbia Art History Department, the Barnard Art History Department,
and the Barnard and Columbia Urban Studies Program. Courses taught
outside our department are primarily taken to fulfill the major's lecture,
seminar, and workshop requirements.

Before each semester begins, our department reviews all upcoming
undergraduate courses and publishes a list of classes that fulfill the
requirements for the architecture major and minor. These lists, known as
'Program Planning Lists,' are typically released a semester in advance at
our program planning meetings.

Once available, our Program Planning Lists are uploaded to this page on
our website. If you have any questions about using these lists, please
schedule an appointment with one of our faculty advisors.

Additionally, our department reviews all graduate courses at the GSAPP
that are open for cross-registration by undergraduate students and
publishes a list detailing how those courses can fulfill the architecture
major and minor requirements. This list, known as the B+C|A List of
GSAPP Courses Approved for the Architecture Majors and Minor,
undergoes updates each fall and spring and is always published during
the first week of classes.

Once available, our list of approved GSAPP courses is uploaded to this
page on our website.

If you have any questions about using either of these lists, please
schedule an appointment with one of our faculty advisors.

Advanced Placement Credit
Our department does not grant any course exemptions for AP or other
exam scores.

Barnard College Courses
Courses offered by our department, along with other select courses at
Barnard College and other schools at Columbia University, may be used
for credit toward the major or minor. These courses have been approved
by the Department Chair and are noted on our ‘Program Planning Lists’
each semester. Students may request consideration for courses not
on this list through consultation with their major advisor and/or the

https://architecture.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/SPRING%202024%20List%20of%20GSAPP%20Courses%20Open%20for%20Cross-Registration%20-%20Google%20Sheets.pdf
https://architecture.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/SPRING%202024%20List%20of%20GSAPP%20Courses%20Open%20for%20Cross-Registration%20-%20Google%20Sheets.pdf
https://architecture.barnard.edu/courses-gsapp/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/courses-gsapp/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/approved-courses-majors-minor/
https://forms.gle/33TTqgVvj6wcEHfP8/
https://forms.gle/33TTqgVvj6wcEHfP8/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/courses-gsapp/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/courses-gsapp/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/approved-courses-majors-minor/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/SPRING%202024%20List%20of%20GSAPP%20Courses%20Open%20for%20Cross-Registration%20-%20Google%20Sheets.pdf
https://architecture.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/SPRING%202024%20List%20of%20GSAPP%20Courses%20Open%20for%20Cross-Registration%20-%20Google%20Sheets.pdf
https://architecture.barnard.edu/courses-gsapp/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/courses-gsapp/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/approved-courses-majors-minor/
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Department Chair, particularly in fulfilling their ‘Specialization’ within the
major.

Transfer Credit
When students transfer to Columbia from other institutions, their
coursework at their previous institution must first be considered by their
school in order to be evaluated for degree credit (e.g., to confirm that the
courses will count toward the 124 points of credit that every student is
required to complete for the B.A. degree). Only after that degree credit is
confirmed, departments may consider whether those courses can also be
used to fulfill specific degree requirements toward a major or minor.

The use of transfer courses toward the major requirements is determined
on a case-by-case basis. Typically, no more than 3 transfer courses will be
allowed to fulfill the major requirements, primarily in the ‘Specialization’
category within the major. 

Students requesting a review of up to three courses for transfer credits
should refer to our Request for Exemption from Architecture Major or
Minor Requirements form.

Study Abroad Credit
Classes taken abroad through Columbia-led programs (i.e., those
administered by Columbia’s Center for Undergraduate Global Engagement
and taught by Columbia instructors) are treated as Columbia courses,
equivalent to those taken on the Morningside Heights campus. If they
are not explicitly listed by the department as fulfilling requirements in the
major or minor, the student’s major advisor will need to confirm that they
can be used toward requirements in the major or minor.

Classes taken abroad through other institutions and programs are treated
as transfer credit to Columbia and are subject to the same policies as
other transfer courses. Accordingly, the number of study abroad courses
taken at other institutions that can be counted toward the major or minor
will be limited. Typically, no more than 3 transfer courses will be allowed
to fulfill the major requirements

Students majoring in architecture should meet with their major advisor,
while those minoring in architecture should consult the DUS. These
meetings are necessary to discuss the application of study abroad
courses—whether through a Columbia program or another institution—
to their program of study requirements and to obtain credit toward their
major or minor.

Summer Courses
Summer courses in architecture at Barnard are equivalent to those taken
during the academic year. Courses that have been approved for the
fulfillment of departmental requirements will automatically count toward
the major and minor. 

Summer courses at Columbia are offered through the School of
Professional Studies. Courses taken in a Summer Term may be
used toward requirements for the major/minor only as articulated
in department/institute/center guidelines or by permission of the
Director(s) of Undergraduate Studies. More general policies about
Summer coursework can be found in the Academic Regulations section
of this Bulletin.

Students must meet with their major advisor or the DUS for permission to
receive major or minor credit for a summer course taken at Columbia.

 Core Curriculum Connections
Students may be interested in course offerings that can be taken to
fulfill the architecture major and the Global Core requirement of the Core
Curriculum. The list of approved courses for the Global Core requirement
is on this page of the Bulletin.

Research Methods in Architecture and the
Senior Capstone Project
Coursework in Research Methods
The following lecture and seminar courses are required for the
architecture major and will introduce students to the major questions and
research methods in architecture. 

ARCH UN3117 Modern Architecture in the World 
ARCH UN3901 Senior Seminar

Other Research Opportunities
Independent Study provides an opportunity for students to work one-on-
one with an architecture faculty member on directed research or projects.
Typically, Independent Study is reserved for students at an advanced
level within their major who have demonstrated initiative and serious
engagement with the material in their previous coursework. To learn more
about the application process, please visit our website.

The Senior Capstone Project
In their senior year, architecture majors are required to take ARCH
UN3901 Senior Seminar. The major also requires that seniors submit a
design portfolio and a writing sample before graduation. The portfolio
includes representative work from all design studios and the writing
sample is a research paper or essay from a senior-level architecture
seminar or architecture-related course. Final submissions are archived
in the department, design portfolios are displayed at the end-of-the-year
show, and both the portfolio and the writing sample are evaluated and
used to award graduation honors.

Departmental Honors and Prizes
Departmental Honors
Each spring, our department nominates graduating architecture majors
for departmental honors in recognition of academic excellence within the
architecture major. 

The senior graduation materials, which include a portfolio and research
paper from an architecture course, are evaluated and used to award
honors, prizes, and awards.

For Columbia College students, graduating seniors must have a grade
point average of at least 3.6 in classes for the major to be eligible
for departmental honors. For Barnard College and The School of
General Studies students, there is no minimum GPA to be eligible for
departmental honors.

Academic Awards and Prizes
Several awards and prizes are sponsored by Barnard College, Columbia
College, and the School of General Studies that graduating architecture
majors may be nominated for. Students do not apply for these awards;
recipients are selected by the departmental faculty and committees. The
senior graduation materials, which include a portfolio and research paper
from an architecture course, are evaluated and used to award these
prizes.

https://forms.gle/33TTqgVvj6wcEHfP8/
https://forms.gle/33TTqgVvj6wcEHfP8/
https://bulletin.columbia.edu/columbia-college/core-curriculum/global-core-requirement/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/independent-study/
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Barnard College Scholarships, Fellowships, and Prizes (BC Students
Only):  
The Alpha Zeta Club Graduate Scholarship 
The Josephine Paddock Fellowship 
The Ethel Stone LeFrak Prize

See here for a complete list of Barnard College Scholarships, Fellowships,
and Prizes.

Columbia College and School of General Studies Prizes (CC and GS
Students Only): 
The Louis Sudler Prize in the Arts

See here for a complete list of Columbia College Scholarships,
Fellowships, and Prizes.

Architecture Department Awards (All Architecture Students): 
Graduating architecture majors are also eligible for the following
departmental awards:

The Marcia Meade Design Award 
The Portfolio Design Award

Other Important Information
Double Counting Courses
We strongly encourage students to book an appointment with their
major advisor to discuss the applicable rules around "double counting"
courses towards two majors or two categories of requirements (e.g., the
architecture major and the Foundations Requirements (Barnard) or The
Core (Columbia)).

Below, we have also linked the specific web pages that address double-
counting at each school:

The Columbia College Bulletin: Academic Requirements —> The
Departmental Concentration or Major —> Policy on Double-Counting
Courses toward Requirements

The Barnard College Bulletin: Curriculum --> Requirements for the Liberal
Arts Degree -->Foundations

The School of General Studies Bulletin: The Core —> General Guidelines

Full-Time Faculty
Chair and Director of Undergraduate Studies in Architecture: 
Karen Fairbanks (Claire Tow Professor of Professional Practice in
Architecture)

Assistant Professors: 
Ignacio G. Galán 
Ralph Ghoche 
Anooradha Iyer Siddiqi 
Nick Smith (Assistant Professor in Architecture and Assistant Professor
in Urban Studies)

Professors of Professional Practice in Architecture:  
Kadambari Baxi

Lecturer:  
Leah Meisterlin

Adjunct Faculty
Adjunct Professors: 

Joeb Moore 
Madeline Schwartzman 
Suzanne Stephens

Adjunct Assistant Professors: 
Amina Blacksher  
Lindsay Harkema 
Clara Kraft 
Nick Roseboro 
Todd Rouhe 
Michael Schissel 
Fred Tang

Our Undergraduate Programs of Study

THE MAJOR IN ARCHITECTURE (p. 5) 
THE MAJOR IN THE HISTORY AND THEORY OF ARCHITECTURE 
THE MINOR IN ARCHITECTURE

The Major in Architecture
The major in architecture is open to Barnard College students, Columbia
College students, and General Studies students.
The required courses for the major are broken down into four categories:
Studios;  Lectures, Seminars, and Workshops;  Senior Courses; and courses
for the Specialization.

Studio Courses

Four studio courses, to be taken one per semester (studio courses have
limited enrollment and priority is given to Architecture majors):

ARCH UN2101 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: SYSTEMS
AND MATERIALS

ARCH UN2103 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN:
ENVIRONMENTS AND MEDIATIONS

ARCH UN3201 ADVANCED ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN I

ARCH UN3202 ADVANCED ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN II

Lecture, Seminar, and Workshop Courses *

Five courses following the distribution requirement below:

ARCH UN3117 MOD ARCHITECTURE IN THE WORLD

Architectural Elective: History

Architectural Elective: Society, Environment, and the Global

Architectural Elective: Design, Media, and Technology

Architectural Elective

Senior Courses *

ARCH UN3901

Elective Architecture seminar (another Senior Seminar in the
Department, Advanced Architectural Research and Design, or
Independent Research)

Specialization Courses

All majors are asked to complement their work with a thematic unit
(three courses) called the "specialization." Each student develops a
specific specialization that broadens their architectural studies in
one of the following areas or combination of areas: History, Society,
Environment, Global, Design, Media, and Technology. Courses may be
taken from across various departments. All majors, in consultation
with their advisers, will develop a short (100 word) description of
their specialization and advisers will approve their course selections.
Students can request and develop other areas of specialization with
adviser approval.

Graduation Requirements

https://catalog.barnard.edu/barnard-college/academic-advising/
https://catalog.barnard.edu/barnard-college/academic-advising/
https://catalog.barnard.edu/barnard-college/academic-advising/
https://catalog.barnard.edu/barnard-college/academic-advising/
https://www.college.columbia.edu/Prizes/
https://www.college.columbia.edu/Prizes/
https://bulletin.columbia.edu/columbia-college/requirements-degree-bachelor-arts/
https://bulletin.columbia.edu/columbia-college/requirements-degree-bachelor-arts/
https://catalog.barnard.edu/barnard-college/curriculum/requirements-liberal-arts-degree/foundations/
https://bulletin.columbia.edu/general-studies/the-core/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/profiles/karen-fairbanks/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/profiles/ignacio-g-galan/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/profiles/ralph-ghoche/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/profiles/anooradha-iyer-siddiqi/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/profiles/nick-r-smith/
https://barnard.edu/profiles/kadambari-baxi/
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The major also requires that students submit a portfolio and a writing
sample before graduation. The design portfolio includes representative
work from all design studios and the writing sample is a paper or essay
from a senior level architecture or architecture-related course. Final
submissions are archived in the department, the portfolios are displayed
at the end of the year show, and both are used to award graduation
honors.

Please Note:Before each semester begins, our department reviews all available
undergraduate courses and publishes a list of approved classes that
fulfill the requirements for the architecture major and minor. These lists,
known as our 'Program Planning Lists,' are typically released during our
program planning meetings, and uploaded to this page on our website.
If you have any questions about using these lists, please schedule an
appointment with one of our faculty advisors.

The Major in the History and Theory of
Architecture
The History and Theory of Architecture major emphasizes research and
writing in Architectural History. This program of study is only open to
Barnard College students. Columbia College and General Studies students
who are interested in majoring in architectural history should contact the 
Department of Art History and Archaeology at Columbia University.  
The History and Theory of Architecture major consists of 14 courses,
distributed as follows:

Studio Courses

1-2 studio courses, to be taken one per semester:

ARCH UN1020 INTRO-ARCH DESIGN/VIS CULTURE

ARCH UN2101 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: SYSTEMS
AND MATERIALS

ARCH UN2103 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN:
ENVIRONMENTS AND MEDIATIONS

Lecture, Seminar, and Workshop Courses*

7-8 lecture, seminar, and workshop courses:

ARCH UN3117 MOD ARCHITECTURE IN THE WORLD

Architectural Elective: History

Architectural Elective: Society, Environment, and the Global

Architectural Elective: Design, Media, and Technology

3 to 4 Architectural Electives - any lecture, seminar, or workshop offered
by the Architecture Department or an approved course from a related
department

*Note: Studios, Lectures, Seminars, and Workshops must total to 9
courses

Specialization

3 courses for the specialization:

Each student develops a specialization that broadens the reach
of their architectural studies and supports their thesis. All majors,
in consultation with their advisers, will develop a short (100 word)
description of their specialization and advisers will approve their course
selections.

Senior Courses*

2 courses for the senior course requirement:

ARCH UN3901

ARCH UN3998 INDEPENDENT STUDY

All senior History and Theory of Architecture majors are required to
enroll in one semester of Senior Seminar and to write a thesis which
can be done through enrolling in Independent Study (ARCH UN3997 or
ARCH UN3998). Please consult with your major adviser for planning
your thesis.

Please Note:Before each semester begins, our department reviews all available
undergraduate courses and publishes a list of approved classes that
fulfill the requirements for the architecture major and minor. These lists,
known as our 'Program Planning Lists,' are typically released during our
program planning meetings and uploaded to this page on our website.
If you have any questions about using these lists, please schedule an
appointment with one of our faculty advisors.

The Minor in Architecture
The minor in Architecture is open to Barnard College students, Columbia
College students, General Studies students, and SEAS students at
Columbia University.
The Architecture minor consists of five courses, structured as follows:
Studio Courses

Students must complete at least one of the following studio courses
and may apply up to three toward the minor:

ARCH UN1020 INTRO-ARCH DESIGN/VIS CULTURE

ARCH UN2101 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: SYSTEMS
AND MATERIALS

ARCH UN2103 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN:
ENVIRONMENTS AND MEDIATIONS

Lecture, Seminar, and Workshop Courses*

Students must complete the following lecture course:

ARCH UN3117 MOD ARCHITECTURE IN THE WORLD

The remaining courses for the minor (a minimum of one, or up to three,
depending on the total number of studio courses completed) may
include any lecture, seminar, or workshop offered by the Architecture
Department or an approved course from a related department, as listed
in our program planning list.

Academic Year 2025-2026 Courses
Most architecture courses have a restriction on online enrollment
(meaning that you will automatically appear on the wait list when you
try to register online) and require an application in order to be admitted.
Links to our applications are available on our website. For a complete list
of courses across the university that have been approved to fulfill various
architecture major and minor requirements, please refer to our program
planning list. For any questions, please sign up for a faculty advising
appointment.

Fall 2025 Courses

https://architecture.barnard.edu/approved-courses-majors-minor/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/arthistory/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/approved-courses-majors-minor/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/academic-year-2022-2023-course-applications/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/approved-courses-majors-minor/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/approved-courses-majors-minor/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
https://architecture.barnard.edu/faculty-advising-appointments-students/
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ARCH UN1005 MAKE LAB. 1.00 point.
Make Lab is for makers and the maker-curious. It is designed for all
students, studying across all fields of inquiry. It is for everyone who wants
to explore, experiment, and think through making. You may already be a
maker and want to expand your familiarity with new tools and techniques.
Or you may not have had the time or opportunity to work with a broad
range of tools and materials – this course is also for those who are
curious about making and design. For all, it provides a foundation to
fully engage in making and to learn about the design process through
your participation in workshops and directed experimentation in the
Design Center. Utilizing the existing introductory workshops offered
in the Design Center, you will be asked to expand your knowledge of
different tools and technologies by attending a range of workshops
over the course of the semester. The final deliverable will be a dossier
(small portfolio or collection of images and text) that documents your
work in the workshops as well as your design process and work from
an independent project that expands on one or more techniques/tools
you’ve worked with over the semester. Additional work includes a short
reading response during the first week and a case study presentation of
the design work of a “maker” who inspires you
Fall 2025: ARCH UN1005

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1005 001/01091   1.00 2/25

ARCH UN1010 DESIGN FUTURES: NEW YORK CITY. 3.00 points.
How does design operate in our lives? What is our design culture? In this
course, we explore the many scales of design in contemporary culture --
from graphic design to architecture to urban design to global, interactive,
and digital design. The format of this course moves between lectures,
discussions, collaborative design work and field trips in order to engage
in the topic through texts and experiences
Spring 2025: ARCH UN1010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1010 001/00818 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
501 Diana Center

Richard Rouhe 3.00 18/20

ARCH 1010 002/00819 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
502 Diana Center

Xiaoxi Chen 3.00 6/20

ARCH 1010 003/00820 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
504 Diana Center

Andrea
Johnson

3.00 15/20

Fall 2025: ARCH UN1010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1010 001/00693 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
501 Diana Center

Hua Tang 3.00 0/0

ARCH 1010 002/00694 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
502 Diana Center

Lindsay
Harkema

3.00 0/0

ARCH 1010 003/00695 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
504 Diana Center

3.00 0/0

ARCH UN1020 INTRO-ARCH DESIGN/VIS CULTURE. 3.00 points.
Introductory design studio to introduce students to architectural design
through readings and studio design projects. Intended to develop analytic
skills to critique existing media and spaces. Process of analysis used
as a generative tool for the students own design work. Must apply for
placement in course. Priority to upperclass students. Class capped at 16
Spring 2025: ARCH UN1020

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1020 001/00821 M W 1:10pm - 3:00pm 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Madeline
Schwartzman

3.00 10/14

ARCH 1020 002/00822 T Th 9:00am - 10:50am 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Angela Keele 3.00 12/14

Fall 2025: ARCH UN1020

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1020 001/00696 M W 1:10pm - 3:00pm 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Richard Rouhe 3.00 13/14

ARCH 1020 002/00697 T Th 10:10am - 12:00pm 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Angela Keele 3.00 6/14

ARCH UN1030 THE CITY: THINKING WITH THE URBAN BUILT
ENVIRONMENT. 4.00 points.
This experiential learning course provides an introduction to the
organization and design of the urban built environment. What kinds
of spaces make up the city, how are they formed, and what impact do
they have on people’s lives? We will consider these key questions of
urban design and the distinct answers that have arisen in different
historical and geographical contexts, with reference to a global array
of case studies. And we will use the built environment of New York City
as our classroom, with weekly field trips to iconic (and iconoclastic)
examples of urban form, including sites from all five boroughs that reflect
a diversity of cultural milieux. Through this comparative approach, the
class will challenge the naïve view that the built environment is neutral
or inert, emphasizing instead the inherent politics of urban design and
the ongoing transformation and contestation of urban space. To arrive
at this understanding, students will learn to think with the city, acquiring
tools for understanding, representing, and analyzing the urban built
environment. The class is organized morphologically into six modules:
image, park, plaza, street, block, and arcade. During each unit, students
will also be introduced to a specific technique for analyzing urban form:
figure-ground, collage, plan, diagram, map, projection, and section. The
main assignments ask students to deploy these techniques to compare
the urban spaces we encounter in the city
Fall 2025: ARCH UN1030

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1030 001/00698 F 9:00am - 12:50pm 
Ll002 Milstein Center

Nick Smith 4.00 16/15
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ARCH UN2101 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: SYSTEMS AND MATERIALS.
4.50 points.
This architectural design studio explores material assemblies, techniques
of fabrication, and systems of organization. These explorations will
be understood as catalysts for architectural analysis and design
experimentation. Both designed objects and the very act of making are
always embedded within a culture, as they reflect changing material
preferences, diverse approaches to durability and obsolescence,
varied understandings of comfort, different concerns with economy
and ecology. They depend on multiple resources and mobilize varied
technological innovations. Consequently, we will consider that making
always involves making a society, for it constitutes a response to its
values and a position regarding its technical and material resources.
Within this understanding, this studio will consider different cultures of
making through a number of exercises rehearse design operations at
different scales—from objects to infrastructures
Spring 2025: ARCH UN2101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 2101 001/00823 M W 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Michael
Schissel

4.50 16/16

Fall 2025: ARCH UN2101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 2101 001/00699 T Th 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Nicholas
Chapman

4.50 16/16

ARCH 2101 002/00700 M W 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Richard Rouhe 4.50 15/16

ARCH UN2103 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: ENVIRONMENTS AND
MEDIATIONS. 4.50 points.
This architectural design studio course explores modes of visualization,
technologies of mediation and environmental transformations. These
explorations will be used as catalysts for architectural analysis and
design experimentation. Introducing design methodologies that allow
us to see and to shape environmental interactions in new ways, the
studio will focus on how architecture may operate as a mediator –
an intermediary that negotiates, alters or redirects multiple forces
in our world: physical, cultural, social, technological, political etc.
The semester will progress through three projects that examine
unique atmospheric, spatial and urban conditions with the aid of
multimedia visual techniques; and that employ design to develop creative
interventions at the scales of an interface, space and city
Spring 2025: ARCH UN2103

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 2103 001/00824 M W 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Mariah Smith 4.50 15/16

ARCH 2103 002/00831 T Th 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Lindsay
Harkema

4.50 16/16

Fall 2025: ARCH UN2103

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 2103 001/00701 M W 10:00am - 12:50pm 
404 Diana Center

Madeline
Schwartzman

4.50 10/16

ARCH UN2530 Life Beyond Emergency: Domesticities of Displacement,
Inhabitations of Migration. 3.00 points.
Life Beyond Emergency examines constructed environments and
spatial practices in contexts of displacement, within the connected
histories of colonialism and humanitarianism in the postcolonial world.
People migrating under duress, seeking refuge, practicing mutual aid,
and sheltering in governmental or nongovernmental settings invest
architecture with a critical heritage value and imaginaries of life beyond
emergency. The course considers a politics and poetics of an architecture
of partitions, borders, and camps: territories and domesticities of concern
to authorities and inhabited by ordinary people forging solidarities and
futures. We will investigate the connected histories and theories of
humanitarianism and colonialism, which have not only shaped lives
as people inhabit spaces of emergency, but produced rationales for
the construction of landscapes and domesticities of refuge, enacted
spatial violence and territorial contestations, and structured architectural
knowledge. The course examines iconic forms such as refugee camps in
relation to histories of colonial institutions such as archives and prisons.
From Somalia to Palestine to Bangladesh and beyond, our inquiry into
contested ‘borderlands’ where the greatest number of people have been
forced to migrate as ‘refugees’ invites students to interrogate normalized
discourses and spaces in order to imagine and analyze emergency
environments as constructions that people have resisted, endured, and
transcended
Fall 2025: ARCH UN2530

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 2530 001/00704 M W 1:10pm - 2:25pm 
504 Diana Center

Anooradha
Siddiqi

3.00 45/45

ARCH UN3201 ADVANCED ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN I. 4.50 points.
Prerequisites: ARCH V3101 and ARCH V3103. Open to architecture
majors or with permission of instructor. 
Prerequisites: ARCH UN2101 and ARCH UN2103. Advanced Architectural
Design I explores the role of architecture and design in relationship to
climate, community, and the environment through a series of design
projects requiring drawings and models. Field trips, lectures, and
discussions are organized in relation to studio exercises. A portfolio of
design work from the prerequisite courses ARCH UN2101 and ARCH
UN2103 will be reviewed the first week of classes
Fall 2025: ARCH UN3201

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 3201 001/00709 M W 9:00am - 11:50am 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Karen
Fairbanks,
Joeb
Moore, Leah
Meisterlin

4.50 39/42
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ARCH UN3211 ADVANCED ARCHITECTURAL RESEARCH AND DESIGN.
4.50 points.
Prerequisites: ARCH V3202 and permission of the department chair.
Enrollment limited as space permits. 
Application required: A design portfolio and application is required
for this course. The class list will be announced before classes start.
Advanced Architectural Research and Design is an opportunity for
students to consider international locations and address contemporary
global concerns, incorporating critical questions, research methods, and
design strategies that are characteristic of an architect’s operations at
this scale
Fall 2025: ARCH UN3211

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 3211 001/00711 M W 9:00am - 11:50am 
502 Diana Center

Kadambari
Baxi

4.50 0/10

ARCH UN3312 SPECIAL TOPICS IN ARCHITECTURE. 3.00 points.
See the Barnard and Columbia Architecture Department website for
the course description: https://architecture.barnard.edu/architecture-
department-course-descriptions
Spring 2025: ARCH UN3312

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 3312 001/00827 T Th 1:10pm - 2:25pm 
308 Diana Center

Leah
Meisterlin

3.00 12/16

ARCH 3312 002/00828 T Th 2:40pm - 3:55pm 
308 Diana Center

Clara Kraft
Isono

3.00 16/16

Fall 2025: ARCH UN3312

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 3312 001/00712 T Th 4:10pm - 5:25pm 
502 Diana Center

Michael
Schissel

3.00 16/16

ARCH 3312 002/00713 T Th 2:40pm - 3:55pm 
502 Diana Center

Clara Kraft
Isono

3.00 16/16

ARCH UN3997 INDEPENDENT STUDY. 1.00-4.00 points.
Prerequisites: Permission of the program director in term prior to that of
independent study. Independent study form available at departmental
office
Fall 2025: ARCH UN3997

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 3997 001/00934   Karen
Fairbanks

1.00-4.00 0/4

ARCH 3997 002/00935   Kadambari
Baxi

1.00-4.00 0/4

ARCH 3997 003/00936   Ralph Ghoche 1.00-4.00 0/4

ARCH 3997 005/00937   Ignacio
Gonzalez
Galan

1.00-4.00 0/3

ARCH 3997 006/00938   Anooradha
Siddiqi

1.00-4.00 0/3

ARCH GU4260 Colonial Cities in the French Empire. 4.00-8.00 points.
French colonialism in the 19th and 20th centuries was marked by a
relentless and often oppressive pursuit of overseas territories. Colonial
cities, the focal points of the French empire, were erected in the nation’s
image and characterized by wide boulevards, impressive parks and
squares, and monumental buildings echoing the elegance of Paris.
These urban centers, scattered across Africa, Southeast Asia, and the
Caribbean, often served as administrative, economic, and cultural hubs
for the colonial administration. This seminar will explore the profound
impact of colonial cities as laboratories for experimenting with new
ideas in city planning, infrastructure, architecture, and civic governance.
Once tried and tested in the colonies, these innovative “norms and
forms” were often imported back to metropolitan France, where they
helped shape various aspects of its society, culture, and economy. The
seminar is chronologically structured around six French colonial cities:
Cap-Français, Cairo, Algiers, Casablanca, Dakar, and Hanoi. Each city
is examined through the lens of a distinct set of colonial policies and
practices. Cap-Français is studied from the perspective of the universalist
values of the French Enlightenment and the double standard evident in
the terror of the Atlantic slave trade. Cairo, while colonized for only a brief
period, ignited new passions for the East and is viewed as a repository
of exotic fantasies and a site for infrastructural modernization. Algiers is
studied through the policy of assimilation and the destruction of Algerian
religious identity. Casablanca is considered in relation to new planning
practices and colonial policies of association. Hanoi is examined through
cultural and architectural forms of hybridity. Finally, Dakar is viewed
through colonial theories of acclimatization and hygiene policies. As
we traverse the diverse landscapes of these colonial cities, this seminar
invites participants to critically reflect on the enduring echoes of French
colonialism, exploring how the urban experiments of the past reverberate
in the present and influence our perceptions of global cities and their
histories
Spring 2025: ARCH GU4260

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 4260 001/00847 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm 
502 Diana Center

Ralph Ghoche 4.00-8.00 9/16

Fall 2025: ARCH GU4260

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 4260 001/00715 M 4:10pm - 6:00pm 
502 Diana Center

Ralph Ghoche 4.00-8.00 12/16
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ARCH GU4305 ABOLITION ARCHITECTURE. 4.00 points.
This seminar introduces students to architectural and environmental
histories of abolition through constructed environments, spatial
practices, and texts from the eighteenth century to the present.
The course locates abolition in social movements and historical
discourses, examining the roles that both reform and radical refusal have
played in struggles for spatial justice by considering debates around
enslavement, prisons, and borders. The course situates abolition as a
significant intersectional feminist problem, and conceptually core to
the consideration of race in global architectural history. We examine
individual and collective works of architecture, art, landscape, and
material culture, which highlight incarceration and the production of
enclosure within the institutions that have shaped them in various
parts of the world, and as elements of the formation of space, power,
and knowledge in colonial and postcolonial contexts. The seminar
is structured around multiple full-book engagements. We will closely
read three texts that are foundational to the literature on abolition and
architecture: Are Prisons Obsolete? by Angela Y. Davis; Golden Gulag:
Prisons, Surplus, Crisis, and Opposition in Globalizing California by Ruth
Wilson Gilmore; and Marking Time: Art in the Age of Mass Incarceration
by Nicole Fleetwood. These readings are complemented by articles and
other shorter texts, and works of art and architecture, which help to
contextualize and draw out the themes of the course. Each student leads
seminars on the readings and builds on this foundation by engaging in
independent research, culminating in a long-format paper that intervenes
in the discourse or frames a narrative, presenting an architectural history
of abolition
Fall 2025: ARCH GU4305

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 4305 001/00714 T 10:10am - 12:00pm 
502 Diana Center

Anooradha
Siddiqi

4.00 7/16

Spring 2026 Courses
The course schedule listed below may be subject to change. Please
revisit this page and the online Directory of Classes in November to
confirm our spring course information.

ARCH UN1010 DESIGN FUTURES: NEW YORK CITY. 3.00 points.
How does design operate in our lives? What is our design culture? In this
course, we explore the many scales of design in contemporary culture --
from graphic design to architecture to urban design to global, interactive,
and digital design. The format of this course moves between lectures,
discussions, collaborative design work and field trips in order to engage
in the topic through texts and experiences
Spring 2025: ARCH UN1010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1010 001/00818 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
501 Diana Center

Richard Rouhe 3.00 18/20

ARCH 1010 002/00819 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
502 Diana Center

Xiaoxi Chen 3.00 6/20

ARCH 1010 003/00820 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
504 Diana Center

Andrea
Johnson

3.00 15/20

Fall 2025: ARCH UN1010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1010 001/00693 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
501 Diana Center

Hua Tang 3.00 0/0

ARCH 1010 002/00694 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
502 Diana Center

Lindsay
Harkema

3.00 0/0

ARCH 1010 003/00695 F 1:10pm - 4:25pm 
504 Diana Center

3.00 0/0

ARCH UN1020 INTRO-ARCH DESIGN/VIS CULTURE. 3.00 points.
Introductory design studio to introduce students to architectural design
through readings and studio design projects. Intended to develop analytic
skills to critique existing media and spaces. Process of analysis used
as a generative tool for the students own design work. Must apply for
placement in course. Priority to upperclass students. Class capped at 16
Spring 2025: ARCH UN1020

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1020 001/00821 M W 1:10pm - 3:00pm 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Madeline
Schwartzman

3.00 10/14

ARCH 1020 002/00822 T Th 9:00am - 10:50am 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Angela Keele 3.00 12/14

Fall 2025: ARCH UN1020

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 1020 001/00696 M W 1:10pm - 3:00pm 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Richard Rouhe 3.00 13/14

ARCH 1020 002/00697 T Th 10:10am - 12:00pm 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Angela Keele 3.00 6/14
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ARCH UN2101 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: SYSTEMS AND MATERIALS.
4.50 points.
This architectural design studio explores material assemblies, techniques
of fabrication, and systems of organization. These explorations will
be understood as catalysts for architectural analysis and design
experimentation. Both designed objects and the very act of making are
always embedded within a culture, as they reflect changing material
preferences, diverse approaches to durability and obsolescence,
varied understandings of comfort, different concerns with economy
and ecology. They depend on multiple resources and mobilize varied
technological innovations. Consequently, we will consider that making
always involves making a society, for it constitutes a response to its
values and a position regarding its technical and material resources.
Within this understanding, this studio will consider different cultures of
making through a number of exercises rehearse design operations at
different scales—from objects to infrastructures
Spring 2025: ARCH UN2101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 2101 001/00823 M W 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Michael
Schissel

4.50 16/16

Fall 2025: ARCH UN2101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 2101 001/00699 T Th 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Nicholas
Chapman

4.50 16/16

ARCH 2101 002/00700 M W 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Richard Rouhe 4.50 15/16

ARCH UN2103 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: ENVIRONMENTS AND
MEDIATIONS. 4.50 points.
This architectural design studio course explores modes of visualization,
technologies of mediation and environmental transformations. These
explorations will be used as catalysts for architectural analysis and
design experimentation. Introducing design methodologies that allow
us to see and to shape environmental interactions in new ways, the
studio will focus on how architecture may operate as a mediator –
an intermediary that negotiates, alters or redirects multiple forces
in our world: physical, cultural, social, technological, political etc.
The semester will progress through three projects that examine
unique atmospheric, spatial and urban conditions with the aid of
multimedia visual techniques; and that employ design to develop creative
interventions at the scales of an interface, space and city
Spring 2025: ARCH UN2103

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 2103 001/00824 M W 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Mariah Smith 4.50 15/16

ARCH 2103 002/00831 T Th 9:00am - 11:50am 
404 Diana Center

Lindsay
Harkema

4.50 16/16

Fall 2025: ARCH UN2103

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 2103 001/00701 M W 10:00am - 12:50pm 
404 Diana Center

Madeline
Schwartzman

4.50 10/16

ARCH UN3117 MOD ARCHITECTURE IN THE WORLD. 4.00 points.
Prerequisites: Designed for but not limited to sophomores; enrollment
beyond 60 at the discretion of the instructor. 
Prerequisites: Designed for but not limited to sophomores; enrollment
beyond 60 at the discretion of the instructor. Modern Architecture in
the World is an introduction to different arenas in which architecture’s
modern condition has been disputed in the last two centuries
across different geographies. The course will address significant
transformations in the built environment as well as the forms of practice,
epistemic frameworks, and ideologies that led them. It will also attend
to the forms of labor and economies that engendered new structures
and organizations of space, the material resources and industries
mobilized in their construction, the identities and forms of power
they represented and imposed, the manifold embodiments that they
hosted and shaped, the diverse socialites and politics they supported,
and the ecologies they negotiated. The course is organized around a
number of key themes, with each class covering episodes spanning
the whole period under consideration, up until the present. In this way,
it will question the existence of a single line of development, a master
narrative, or a teleological line of progress and will highlight instead the
multiple, simultaneous, conflicting, and branching genealogies unfolding
throughout the period. Students will gain knowledge of key buildings,
artifacts, trends, and schools as they relate to those genealogies.
Each lecture will emphasize contending and shifting positions across
geographies within the arenas explored, understanding hegemonic trends
as well as dissenting positions. While different locations around the
world will be highlighted in each class, the course positions modern
architecture in the world by privileging an exploration of the cultural and
material networks and hierarchies characteristic of the period—with
attention to colonialism, coloniality, migration, resource extraction, and
war, among others
Spring 2025: ARCH UN3117

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 3117 001/00825 T Th 4:10pm - 5:25pm 
504 Diana Center

Ignacio
Gonzalez
Galan

4.00 63/60
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ARCH UN3120 CITY,LANDSCAPE, # ECOLOGY. 3.00 points.
City, Landscape, Ecology is a thematically driven course that centers on
issues and polemics related to landscape, land settlement and ecology
over the past two centuries. The course interrogates our changing
attitudes to nature from the 18th century to the present, focusing on
the artistic and architectural responses to these perceptions. It aims
to demonstrate the important role that artists and architects have
played, and are to play, in making visible the sources of environmental
degradation and in the development of new means of mitigating
anthropogenic ecological change. City, Landscape, Ecology is divided
into three parts. Part I explores important episodes in the history of
landscape: picturesque garden theory, notions of “wilderness” as
epitomized in national and state parks in the United States, Modern
and Postmodern garden practices, and the prevalence of landscape in
the work of artists from the 1960s to the present. The purpose here is
to better understand the role that territorial organization plays in the
construction of social practices, human subjectivities, and technologies
of power. We then turn to ecology and related issues of climate,
urbanization and sustainability in Part II. Here we will look at the rise of
ecological thinking in the 1960s; approaches to the environment that
were based on the systems-thinking approach of the era. In the session
“Capitalism, Race and Population Growth” we examine the history of the
“crisis” of scarcity from Thomas Robert Malthus, to Paul R. Ehrlich (The
Population Bomb, 1968) to today and look at questions of environmental
racism, violence and equity. The course concludes with Part III (Hybrid
Natures). At this important juncture in the course, we will ask what is
to be done today. We’ll examine the work of contemporary theorists,
architects, landscape architects, policy makers and environmentalists
who have channeled some of the lessons of the past in proposing lasting
solutions to our land management and ecological crises of the present
and future

ARCH UN3202 ADVANCED ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN II. 4.50 points.
Prerequisites: ARCH V3201. Open to architecture majors or with
permission of instructor. 
Prerequisite: ARCH UN3201. Advanced Architectural Design II
culminates the required studio sequence in the major. Students are
encouraged to consider it as a synthetic studio where they advance
concepts, research methodologies and representational skills learned in
all previous studios towards a semester-long design project. Field trips,
lectures, and discussions are organized in relation to studio exercises
Spring 2025: ARCH UN3202

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 3202 001/00826 M W 9:00am - 11:50am 
116 Lewisohn Hall

Kadambari
Baxi, Amina
Blacksher,
Nicholas
Chapman,
Annie Kountz

4.50 36/42

ARCH UN3312 SPECIAL TOPICS IN ARCHITECTURE. 3.00 points.
See the Barnard and Columbia Architecture Department website for
the course description: https://architecture.barnard.edu/architecture-
department-course-descriptions
Spring 2025: ARCH UN3312

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 3312 001/00827 T Th 1:10pm - 2:25pm 
308 Diana Center

Leah
Meisterlin

3.00 12/16

ARCH 3312 002/00828 T Th 2:40pm - 3:55pm 
308 Diana Center

Clara Kraft
Isono

3.00 16/16

Fall 2025: ARCH UN3312

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

ARCH 3312 001/00712 T Th 4:10pm - 5:25pm 
502 Diana Center

Michael
Schissel

3.00 16/16

ARCH 3312 002/00713 T Th 2:40pm - 3:55pm 
502 Diana Center

Clara Kraft
Isono

3.00 16/16


